Open Marley Festival
Saturday & Sunday, March 28-29, 2026
Dear Dance Parents,
You may have been hearing a lot of buzz about Open Marley Festival, which is coming up soon! Our dancers have been preparing since January and are very excited to share their work. As in years past, classes and rehearsals will take place at EMC on Saturday, and the performance and reception will be held at Wisehaven on Sunday.
Below are the full details for the weekend.
 
Saturday, March 28, 2026
Location: EMC Performing Arts Studio
9:00 AM–1:30 PM | Technique Classes
All dancers will participate in morning technique classes until 1:00 PM. Please bring a healthy lunch as usual. Classes and lunch will be at the regular time.
1:30–4:30 PM | Guest Teacher Classes
After lunch, all Dance Company dancers, including Showstoppers, will take Guest Teacher classes in Modern and Contemporary styles. These classes are taught by respected dance educators from Baltimore and surrounding areas.
Participation is required, as these classes are a challenging, enriching, and essential part of our annual curriculum. Guest Teacher bios will be shared on social media, and the class schedule is attached to this email, and available for download on the EMC Performance Companies group on FB as well as the Members Only Site.
4:30–5:00 PM | Dinner
Our Class Moms will prepare a dinner for the dancers to enjoy together. Guest instructors will join us.
5:00–5:30 PM | Costume & Make-Up
Dancers will prepare in assigned studios (dressing rooms). The Costume Chart will be available for download in the EMC Performance Companies group on FB as well as the Members Only Site.
5:30–7:30 PM | Dress Rehearsal
Dancers will rehearse their Open Marley Festival pieces in full costume and make-up. Guest Teachers will observe the rehearsal and offer critiques and commentary.
This portion of the evening is intentionally a bit intimidating—we want dancers to become comfortable performing through nerves and receiving professional feedback.
 
Silver dancers are invited to observe. Silver Class Moms: please let Robin know if you are interested in supervising Silver dancers at EMC from 3:15–7:30 PM.
 
Showstoppers schedule for the day:
9:00-10:30 Regular DF classes
10:30-1:30 dismissed for lunch
1:30-2:30 Guest Teacher Class
 

Sunday, March 30, 2025
Location: Wisehaven
2985 East Prospect St, York, PA
12:00 PM | Team Call
All volunteers and teaching team arrive.
1:00 PM | Dancer Call
All performers arrive with hair and make-up done. Warm-up, costumes, and run-through.
1:15 PM | Dancer Warm-Up & Blocking
3:30 PM | Doors Open
A catered appetizer bar will be available and is included in your ticket price. As per Open Marley tradition, adult beverages are allowed. At Wisehaven’s request, please bring any wine, beer, or other beverages to the bartender for service. Food and beverages may be enjoyed during the performance.
4:00–4:45 PM | National Honor Society of Dance Arts Induction Ceremony
4:45–6:30 PM | The Performance
Open Marley Festival is designed as a “works-in-progress” performance. Choreographers (including some student choreographers) will introduce their pieces, present the work, and then receive questions and comments from the audience. This format provides a valuable learning experience for both dancers and audience members by encouraging thoughtful discussion about dance.
Each Ensemble and Company Elite dancer will receive two tickets. Additional tickets are $75 each due to catering requirements at the venue.
Please email KathyJones@danceEMC.com by March 15 to confirm use of your two tickets and to request additional tickets.

Hair & Make-Up
Hair should be in a slicked-back low ponytail (unless otherwise specified by the choreographer), with light stage make-up. Designated changing areas will be available at both EMC and Wisehaven.
Please remember to bring:
· A flesh-colored leotard (both days)
· All listed costume pieces
All costumes must be worn at both the Saturday dress rehearsal and Sunday performance.
Dancers and audience members are encouraged to dress nicely for the NHSDA presentation, as well as for the cocktail hour and photo opportunities.  This is a fun opportunity to dress up.
 
6:30–7:00 PM | Reception
We ask that each family bring a half dozen cupcakes to share so we can enjoy dessert together following the performance.
We can’t wait to share this meaningful weekend with you and your dancers.
Warmly,
Miss Robin

